


Sony has sponsored the Sony Open in Hawai`i continuously since 1999, and the 2023 tournament 
marked the 25th anniversary of this sponsorship. An estimated 35,000 people attended during 
tournament week. Since 1999, sustainability has been a key consideration, with green initiatives 
incorporated into the planning, management, and execution of the annual event. This community-
wide charity event provides an opportunity to showcase and raise awareness of sustainability among 
attendees and the local community. Through collaboration with local partners, communities, and 
other stakeholders, the Sony Open pursues and promotes new initiatives to reduce the 
environmental footprint of the tournament, aiming to protect, conserve, and minimize the impact on 
Hawaii's natural environment and resources.

Sony Open Highlights Sustainability: 
• E-Waste Collection: Hosted a free electronics waste drop-off event in partnership with ERI, Kokua 

Hawai`i, and T&N at Wai‘alae Elementary School prior to tournament week. Local residents who 
dropped off unwanted electronics and other items for reuse and recycling were rewarded with 
Sony Open tickets.

• Bike Valet: Partnered with the Hawaii Bicycling League to provide a free bike valet for attendees 
choosing to cycle to the event.

• Sony Tent: The Sony Open Tent, themed “Creating a world filled with emotion. For the next 
generation,” showcased how the Sony Open has contributed to the Hawaiian community over the 
past 25 years. It highlighted the event's green initiatives and introduced Sony group's latest efforts 
towards creating a sustainable future.

• Communication: Highlighted key green initiatives to attendees and emphasized their importance to 
encourage engagement. Communication was conducted through the Sony Open website, online 
tournament guide, social media, and local morning news channel interviews during the event.



Reducing Waste to Landfill:

• Provided 1,100 reusable water bottles to event volunteers, reducing the use of single-use drink 
containers.

• Reusing materials annually for course setup, including signage, steel, wood flooring, and mesh 
screening.

• Co-locating recycling and trash bins with recycling signage across the course to provide attendees 
with opportunities to recycle. Volunteers hand-sorted recycling waste streams to segregate and 
maximize recycling.

• Waialae Country Club sent food scraps to Eco-Feed, and donated unused food to support the local 
community through Aloha Harvest.

• Continued ban on Styrofoam, plastic straws, and drink stirrers; requested that catering takeaway 
containers be compostable/biodegradable to reduce single-use plastic.

• Provided the tournament program in a digital format, conserving resources and reducing waste.

Promoting Sustainable Transport Options:

• Encouraged visitors to use public
transportation, shuttle buses,
carpool, or cycle to the event.
Promotion and information on
these options were provided
through the website, social media,
tournament guide, and highlighted
on tournament digital signage.

• Offered a free bike valet, through
Hawai‘i Bicycling League, close to
the tournament entrance on the
four main tournament days to
encourage attendees to consider
cycling as a sustainable commuting
option.



Other tournament green Initiatives:
• Waialae Country Club utilizes an on-site solar system for renewable electricity, energy-efficient 

lighting, Wi-Fi-controlled energy-efficient AC, and green course maintenance practices to 
minimize water and pesticide use.

• Sony conducted a carbon footprint assessment of the event to determine the CO2e footprint of 
attendees. Carbon offsets were purchased to offset the footprint associated with Sony guests, 
invitees, and the Sony Open in Hawai‘i gala hosted at the Conference Center.

For more information on the event, visit www.sonyopeninhawaii.com




